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as usual without diminution, agreeable to the annual indents forwarded to you
by our said Gorernour and Council.   This order is to continue in force until
^
you are informed to the contrary either from us or from our said Cover-
^                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              *c
nour and Council.
31.    We take this earliest opportunity of transmitting to you the list of
the investment to be made at your Presidency the ensuing season, to which
you are to give all due attention and obedience, not only with respect to the
quantities of the goods therein ordered, but likewise the qualities, and such
remarks as are made for your information and guidance.   But if you can
encrease the quantities so far as to give as full ladings as possible to the several
ships you may have to provide for, it will be of signal use to the Company and
we shall confide in your best endeavours for this purpose.
32.    It being now a time of peace and consequently the demand for salt-
petre much short of what it has been for several years past, and as we have
at this time a very large quantity undisposed of, adding thereto what we shall
most probably receive by the ships of next season, it is necessary to lessen the
importation thereof, as far as may be prudently done : for this purpose, all
the Coast and Bay and Bombay ships taken up this season carry whole kintlage
in iron ; consequently no more saltpetre is to be laden on them than for want
of bale goods will make up the tonnage they are let for to the Company,
according to their respective charterparties, unless the commanders will agree
to take in more as surplus tonnage at the low freight.
33.    The annual demand for saltpetre at our  sales, with the 500 tons
we are obliged by the Company's charter to supply the Government with,
amounting together to 2000 tons, it is our meaning that the ships of each
season from whatever Presidency they  are dispatched,  should  all together
bring home as nearly as may be to the amount of the said 2000 tons, rather
over than under.   We give you this information that you may take the earliest
opportunities of concerting the necessary measures with our Presidencies of
Fort St. George and Bombay, and that you in particular may regulate your
conduct accordingly, with respect not only to the quantity to be laden on each
ship to be dispatched home from Bengal, but also as to what is to be sent to
our other Presidencies.
34.    We must further remark to you that the Scindy petre received from
Bombay, is so bad in quality, as well as of an extravagant price, we last season
gave directions that no more should be sent us, unless it could be brought
nearly to the fineness and price of that from your Presidency, so that it is
more than probable no more Scindy petre will be sent us, and consequently
the wrhole of the beforementioned 2000 tons will be Bengal petre.
35.    We have chosen and appointed the under named young gentlemen
writers upon your establishment, who are to take rank in the order they are
here  mentioned  vizt.,  John  Fitzherbert,  William  Nixon,   William   Hosea,
Thomas   Pattle,   Shearman  Bird,   Robert   Howitt,   Matthew  Dawson,   John
Gordon HaHburton, Henry Revell Junr., John Lawson Nicholson, Anthony
Bennett Goodlad, John Lloyd Booth, William Makepeace Thackeray, Francis
Stoddart, John Hogarth, Thomas Crosley Cooke, William Redfearn, William
Pawson, Robert Ray, Robert Colvill, Suetonius Grant Heatly, Edward Ritson
and Samuel Mitchell.   The ships they proceed in will be notified to you by